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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

LISTING OF CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
Application. 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for publishing information associated with a 

the category , comprising the steps of: 

determining an affinity value for the user with respect to a topical category, 
wherein the affinity value represents a streng th of a r elationship between the user and 
the category; 

determining whether the affinity value crosses a predetermined threshold; 
in response to the affinity value crossing the threshold, determining whether to 
publish information related to the relationship between the user and the category, 
wherein determining whether to publish the information comprises: 

determining whether an affinity publication policy associated with the user 
indicates that the information should not be published without first receiving permission 
from the user to publish the information; an4 

transmitting to the user a message that requests the user to submit a 
response that indicates whether or not the user wishes to have the information 
published if it is determined that the affinity publication policy indicates that the 
information should not be published without first receiving permission from the user; 

determining whether the user submitted a response to the reguest within a 
predetermined period of time; and 

performing a default publication action if the user does not submit the 
response before the predetermined period of time expires, 

wherein the predetermined period of time is specified by the affinity 
publication policy associated with the user, and 

wherein the predetermined period of time is set by the user in the affinity 
publication policy . 
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2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the default 
publication action is specified by the affinity publication policy associated with the user 
fu rth e r compr i sing the st e p of d > 

led p e r i od of t i m e. 



3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein the default 
publication action includes either (i) publishing the information related to the relationship 
between the user and the category, or (ii) not publishing the information related to the 
relationship between the user and the category furth e r compr isi ng the st e p of publish i ng 

w i th i n th e pr e d e t e rm i n e d p e r i od of t i m e. 



4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3, wherein th e st e p of 
publishing the information comprises th e st e p of updating a profile associated with the 
user such that the profile indicates that the user has an affinity for the category included 
i n the i nformation . 



5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3, wherein the default 
publication actio n includes publishing the informa tion related to the relationship between 
the user and the category, and further compr i s i ng the step of notifying the user that the 
information was published. 



6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the default 
publication action includes either (i) publishing the information related to the relationship 
between the user and the category, or (ii) not publishing the information related to the 
relationship between the user and the category, 2, further compr i sing th e step of not 
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7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3_§, wherein the default 
publication action includes not publishing the information related to the relationship 
between the user and the category, and further compr i s i ng th e st e p of notifying the user 
that the information will not be published. 



8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6. wherein the default 
publication action includes publishing the information related to the relationship between 
the user and the category, and notifying the user that the information was published -^ 



9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6, wherein the default 
publication action includes not publishing the information related to the relationship 
between the user and the category, and notifying the user that the information will not 
be published 8, furth e r compr i s i ng the st e p of publish i ng the information i f i t is 
o th o r e qu e st within th e 
o also d e t e rmin e d that th e auto pub li sh flag i s s e t to 



1 0. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 . wherein the predetermined 
threshold is set by the user 8, furth e r compr i sing tho stop of not pub li sh i ng th e 
i nformation if it is d e t e rmin e d that th o us o r d i d not s ubmit a r e spons e to the request 



within tho pr e d e t e rmined p e riod of t i m e a 
f l ag i s s o t to FALSE . 



11. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the 
predetermined threshold is specified by the affinity publication policy farther 
lotifying th e us e r th a t th e i r 



13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1. wherein the predetermined 
threshold is specified by the affinity publication policy 2, further compr i s i ng th e step of 
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14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the predetermined 
threshold is set by an administrator 13, furth e r compris i ng the st e p of acc e ss i ng th e 



1 5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 14, wherein the 
predetermined threshold is specified by the affinity publication policy amettrt 



1 6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein determining an 
affinity value for the user with respect to the category comprises monitoring the user's 
interaction with a set of one or more stored documents 14, further compr i sing th e st e p 
o f acc e ss i ng a d e fault aff i n i ty pub l ication policy if i t i s determ i n e d th a t th e r e i s no 



17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein determining an 
affinity value for t he user with respect to the category comprises mining electronic mail 
m essages sent to and from the user 16, wh e r ei n tho pred e term i ned amount of t i m e i s 



1 8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein determining an 
affinity value for the user with respect to the category comprises receiving a metric 
value input manually by an administrator 16, wh o re i n the st e p of d e t e rm i ning whether 
an a ffin i ty pub l ication pol i cy ind i cat e s that tho informat i on shou l d not b e publish e d 

n from the us e r to pub li sh th e i nformat i on, compr ises t h i 



information should not b e p 
pub li sh th e i nform a t i on . 
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1 9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein determining an 
affinity value for the user with respect to the category comprises receiving a metric 
value input manually by the user furth e r compris i ng th e si 



20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16, wherein the set of one or 
more stored documents are managed by a knowledge management system 19, further 
compr i s i ng th e st e p of d e t e rm i n i n g wh o thor the aff i nity v a lu e i s les s than the aff i nity 
valu o thr e sho l d, wh e r ei n i f th e aff i n i ty v; 
i nformat i on is not pub li sh e d . 



21. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 20, wherein the knowledge 
management system determines a master category list, and wherein the category is 
included in the master category list 1 , further compr i s i ng th e steps of: 
r e c ei v i ng th e r e sponse from th e user; 

g wh e th e r th e respons e i ndicates that th e user w i sh e s to h a v e th e 




22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 21 , wherein the 
predetermined threshold is different for different categories included in the master 



has an aff i n i ty for the c a t e gory i nc l ud e d i n th o i nform a t i on . 



23. (Currently Amended) A system for d i scov e r i ng and publishing 
>, comprising: 

affinity discovery module that function to discover one or more the user's 
affinities of the user. 



400404707V1 
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wherein the discovering an affinity includes (i) determining an affinity value for 
the user with respect to a topical category, the affinity value representing a strength of a 
relationship between the user and the category, and (ii) determining whether the affinity 
value crosses a predetermined threshold ; 

an affinity publication policy associated with the user ; and 

affinity publishing module that manages the publication of m e ans for pub li shing 
the discovered affinities, 

wherein managing the publication of a discovered affinity includes (i) transmitting 
to the user a message that reguests the user to submit a response that indicates 
whether or not the user wishes to have the affinity published, (ii) determining whether 
the user submitted a response to the request within a predetermined period of ti me, and 
(iii) performing a default publication action if the user does not submit the response 
before the predetermined period of time expires t h e aff i nity pub li sh i ng m e ans pub li sh e s 



wherein the predetermined period of time is specified by the affinity publication 
policy associated with the user, and the predetermined period of time is set by the user 
in the affinity publication policy . 

24. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 23, further comprising a 
storage system that stores the affinity publication policy e feffle-associated with the user. 



25. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24, wherein the storage 
system stores a user a ff i n i ty publ i sh i ng means pub li sh e s a 
profile associated with the user. 



26. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 25, wherein the affinity 
publishing module publishes the affinities of the user by updating the user profile 25; 



wh e r e in th e affi ni ty pub li c 
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27. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 2326, wherein the default 
publication action is specified by the affinity publication policy # 
m e ans compr i s e s not i f i cat i on m e ans for notify i ng th e u 



28. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 27. wherein the default 
publication action includes either (i) publishing the affinity, or (ii) not publishing the 

p e rm i ssion to publ i sh th o a ffin i ty on l y if th e a ffin i ty pub l icat i on pol i cy i nd i cates that th e 



a ff i nity pub li shing n 
aff i nity pr i or to pul 



s r e qu i r e d to g o t perm i e 



29. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 28. wherein the default 
publication action includes either (i) publishing the affinity and notifying the user that tt 
affinity was published, or (ii) not publishing the affinity and notifying the user that the 
affinity will not be published p - 



30. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 23, wherein the default 
publication action includes either (i) publishing the affinity, or (ii) not publishing the 

) r has r e sponded to th e r e quest for p e rm i ssion w 



31 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 30, wherein the default 
publication action includes either (i) publishing the affinity and notifying the user that the 
affinity was published, or (ii) not publishing the affinity and notifying the user that the 
affinity will not be published a 
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32. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 23. wherein the 
predetermined threshold is set by the user 3 - 



33. (Currently Amended) A computer program product for publishing 
information associated with a use r, wh o rein the information compr i s e s a c a t e gory and 
an affinity va l u e assoc ia t e d with th e cat e gory , the computer program product being 
embodied in a computer readable medium and comprising computer instructions for: 

determining an affinity value for the user with respect to a topical category, 
wherein the affinity value represents a strength of a relationship between the user and 
the category; 

determining whether the affinity value crosses a predetermined threshold; 
in response to the affinity value crossing the threshold, determining whether to 
publish information related to the relationship between the user and the category, 
wherein determining whether to publish the information comprises: 

determining whether an affinity publication policy associated with the user 
indicates that the information should not be published without first receiving permission 
from the user to publish the information; and 

transmitting to the user a message that requests the user to submit a 
response that indicates whether or not the user wishes to have the information 
published if it is determined that the affinity publication policy indicates that the 
information should not be published without first receiving permission from the user; 

determining whether the user submitted a response to the request within a 
predetermined period of time; and 

performing a default publication action if the user does not submit the 
response before the predetermined period of time expires, 

wherein the predetermined period of time is specified by the affinity 
publication policy associated with the user, and 

wherein the predetermined period of time is set by the user in the affinity 
publicati on policy . 
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34. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 33, 
wherein the default publication action is specified by the affinity publication policy farthef 

r e spons e to th e requ e st w i th i n a pr e d e t e rm i n e d p e r i od of t i m e. 

35. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 34, 
wherein the default publication action includes either (i) publishing the information 
related to the relationship between the user and the category, or (ii) not publishing the 
information related to the relationship between the user and the category furthef 

ing th e inform a tion i f i t i s determ i n o d that 
e to the request w i th i n the pr e d e t e rm i ned p 



36. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 35, 
wherein the default publication action includes either (i) publishing the information 
related to the relationship between the user and the category, or (ii) not publishing the 
information related to the relationship between the user and the category w herein tho 



37. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 36.34, 
wherein the default publication action includes either (i) publishing the information 
related to the relationship between the user and the category and notifying the user that 
the information was published, or (ii) not publishing the information related to the 
relationship between the user and the category and notifying the user that the 
information will not be published f urth e r comprising comput e r i nstruct i ons for no t 
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38. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 36, 
wherein the publishing the information compris es updating a profil e associated with the 
user to indicate that the user has an affinity for the category 37, furth e r compr i sing 
computer i nstructions for not i fying th e us e r th a t th e i nformat i on w i ll not b e pub li shed . 



39. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 33, 
wherein the predetermined threshold is set by the user 3 -1 , furth e r compr i sing computer 
i n a uto pub li sh f la g is set to TRUE or FALSE . 



40. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 39, 
wherein the predetermined threshold is specified by the affinity publ ication policy further 



41 . (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 33, 
wherein the predetermined threshold is specified by the affinity publication policy 39r 
further compris i ng computer i nstru ' 



42. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 33, 
wherein the predetermined threshold is set by an administrator 3 - 
wh e ther th 

po li cy that i s a ssociat e d w i th th e us er 



43. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 42, 
wherein the predetermined threshold is specified by the affinity publication policy ft 
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44. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 33 43, 
wherein determining an affinity value for the user with respect to the category comprises 
mining electronic mail messages sent to and from the user further compris i ng comput e r 

t i oular aff i n i ty publ i cat i on po li cy that is a 



45. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 33. 
wherein determ ining an affinity va lue for the user with respect to the category comprises 
monitoring the user's interaction with a set of one or more stored documents 4 4r 



in d i cates th a t th e informat i on shou l d not b e pub l ish e d w i thout f i rst r e c e iv i ng p e 
from th e us e r to publ i sh th e i nformat i on, compris e s comput e r i nstructions for 

in format i on should not b e pub li shed w i thout f i rst r e c ei v i ng p e rmiss i on from th e 



46. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 33, 
wherein determining an affinity value for the user with respect to the category comprises 
receiving a metric value input manually by an administrator ft 



47. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 33, 
wherein determining an affinity value for the user with respect to the category comprises 
receiving a metric value input manually by the user 4 6, further compr i s i ng computer 
e affin i ty va l u e is l ess than the aff i n i ty va l ue 
e affinity va l u e i s 
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48. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 45, 
wherein the set of one or more stored documents are managed by a k nowledge 
management system £ 



pub li sh i ng t h e i nfo rmati on i f i t is dot e rm i n e d that th e r e sponse i nd i cat e s th a t th e 



49. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 48, 
wherein the knowledge management system determi nes a master category list, and 
wherein the category is included in the master category list & 




50. (Original) A computer signal embodied in a carrier wave readable by a 
computing system and encoding a computer program of instructions for executing a 
computer process performing the method recited in claim 1. 
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